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ETS-VII:Engineering Test Satellite-VII “KIKU No.8”
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The development of new technology for space satellite
requires experiments and demonstration in space for practical
use. Therefore, the Japan Aerospace Exploration Agency
(JAXA) has launched a series of “KIKU” Engineering Test
Satellites (ETS) in order to conduct the space demonstration
of the new technology catering to the needs of the age.

The “KIKU No. 8” is the eighth ETS which has a distinctive
appearance with tennis court sized two Large Deployable
antenna Reflectors(LDRs). It is the Japan’s first 3-ton-class
geostationary satellite.

KIKU No. 8 was launched by an H- T A204 launch vehicle
from the Tanegashima Space Center on December 18, 2006,
and has been carrying out in-orbit demonstrations of satellite-
installed equipment as well as mobile communications and
positioning experiments while in geostationary orbit at 146
degrees east. The satellite completed its three-year regular
operation phase, and entered the post operation phase.







